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FOREWORD
Dear Reader,

The Red Flags photo book is a too| for [L[BQTI womxh,
orgahisations and leaders to understand and address
the gaps around Equity, Equality, ahd Inclusion with-
in the LGBTIQ+ community in Nigeria.

The main aim Of this photobook is to highlight the
various forms of abuse that LBQTI womxh encoun-
ter in Nigeria as sex workers, people with disabilities,
and drug users. It focuses on equipping LBQTI organ-
isations and individuals by objectively informing them
about the specCifiC issues and heeds of LBQTI womxn
who fall within these categories, identifying the gaps,
ahd makes recommendations onh how to be more in-
Clusive of LBQTI womxn with intersecting identities.
This book will help LGBTIQ+ people and LBQTI or-
ganhisations unhderstand the Various intersections that
LBQTI womxnh occupy anhd how to successfully devel-
op inclusive programming that acknhowledges and, in
some Circumstances, gives priority to their needs and
Challenges.

This handbook therefore serves two purposes:

I To provide awareness to LGBTIQ+ communi-
ty and LBQT]I organisations on the intersections and
multiple forms of abuse LBQTI womxn face.

I TO raise the consciousnhess of LBQTI orgahi-
sations/activists and stakeholders to understand in-
tersectional stigmas and the importance of equity in
advancing and protecting LBQTI womxn’s rights in
Nigeria.
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1 would like to thanhk everyone who supported me in
Creating this photobook, including individuals and
organizations (WISE, DRAC, INTERSEX NIGERIA,
GWHREI and GWIHR). 1 acknowledge the assistance
Of Y friends, my parther, and the LBQTI Community,
who voluntarily took part inh the interviews and pro-
vided useful information. T would especially like to
thank "ISDAQ" for supporting the Creation Of this
photobookK as part of the "ASANKA" project.

We ook forward to inCreased incClusivity and equita-
ble programming for LBQTI wommxn in Nigeria, as well
as inCreased respect within the LGBTIQ+ Community.
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GAPS

Some of the gaps this photobook seeks to address
inClude the following:

1. LLaCKk of collaborations/partherships between
LBQTI organizations and other orgahisations work-
ing with womxn sex workers, womxn with disabilities
ahd who use drugs

2. IheffiCient representation and programming
for LBOQTI womxnh with intersecting identities in
Nigeria.

3. LaCk of inclusive l[anhguage in programming
anhd services in terms Of harratives anhd agendas that
prioritise the issues and needs of LBQTI womxn
with intersecting identities in Nigeria. Engagements
should go beyond sexual orientation to ensure the
inClusion of diverse identities.

4. Unfriendly attitudes and disCrimination with-
in LGBTIQ+ community and the community spaces
against LBOQTI womxn with intersecting identities.

5. InsufFfcient understanding of intersectionality
in relation to equity componhents. [LaCKk Of equita-
ble access to programmes anhd services limit socCial
Change anhd leave people behind.

6. LLaCKk of policy guidelines and ethiCal consider-
ations for LBTQI womxh with intersecting identities
in Nigeria.



WITHIN THE UNSEEN
Ashty

Ashty is a lesbiah who is also a sex worker based in
Port Harcourt. She has lived in port Harcourt all
her life. She perceives most people around her in-

cluding her family and friends knows she is a lesbian

but are uhaware of her work as a sex worker. How-
ever, other people like heighbours, SChool mates anhd

Colleagues are inquisitive of her sexual orientation,

ahd you Know what that means for a lesbiah living in

Nigeria.

IS SHE NOW INTO
WOMXN

Ashty described her experience at work to be awk-
ward because a few of her colleagues know she is a
lesbiah and each day she shows for business, they say
things like, “You donh come today again, wetin you dey
find? You talk say ha womah you like, abi you ho khow




wetin you wanht again?”. Sometimes, they say this jok-
ingly but, most times it gets t0 me and ends up mak-
ing me sad for the rest of the day, ruining business
for me and sometimes pushing me into depression.

Speaking on violenCe and harassment as a lesbian and
sex worker, Ashty narrated she has been a target
Of harassment several times in the past five years.

She said, 1 had a group Of friends; we were four and
we did everything together. We were so close that
people thought we were relatives but, the truth is
our bond was born from the fact that we were all

lesbians. 1 lost my parents in 2017 ahd things became
difficult for my elder sister ahd me. T was able to
get some jobs but, in most cases, 1 ended up work-
ing without pay ahd sometimes even getting sexually
assaulted.

I JUST WANT MY
SALARY LET M’E:I:2¥E You

1 like sex work; ] enjoy the flexibility it brings and
how I do hot have to work all day to earh money. 1
started sex work in 2019 and it really brought a ot
Of issues between my friends ahd me. They found it
hard to believe a lesbiah Cah be a sex worker, even

g0ing as far as questioning my sexuality as a lesbian,
and asking how ] could enjoy sex with a man? But
ohe thing about a job is, You do hot have to enjoy
doing it. The payment ] receive is my motivation for
doing it. Sadly, hot everyone understands this. T was
home one day, my phonhe rang, and 1 piCked up the
call. The person spoke with a familiar Voice like we
have khown each other before. He asked what time
1 will be available to come over to his house because
he enjoyed our [ast time together at the brothe|
and would want me at his place this time. We both
agreed on a time for the hext day, I walked into an
apartment with three huge men wWho were paid by
my stud Sirlfriend to rape me with the belief that ]
would hever wanht to have sex with a mah again, hot
even for money.

AS 3 sex worker ] have nhever been attacked at my
workplace before, but J am always sCared beCause
people say things, they do hot know these days ahd
you don’t kKnow the source of their information. T'm
constantly worried and sCared because ] feel that
1 might get attacked at anhy time, for either being a
lesbian or a sex worker. T am always |ooking over my
shoulder.

T am in a relationship and my work is affecting it. My
present girlfriend often gets upset and I understand
- being in love with somebody and then letting them
have sex with others for money is diffcult. T always
feel bad when she complains about it, T am the only
ohe providing for us seeing as she doesn’t have a job
how. T always make it Clear whenever ] get into a rela-
tionship that if you’re hot comfortable with the kind
Of job ] do then you are free to |eaVve at ahy point in
time. Even though it breaks my heart, my inancial
seCurity is more important. Sometimes they try to be
unhderstanding and stay with me, but it doesn’t [ast
long, they eventually get tired and leave. Jealousy is a




hatural emotion especCially when you are in |ove.

I CAN'T DO THIS
ANYMORE

CLIENT
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My mental health is unstable, as I always worry that
things will g0 wrong. And becCause of this, I do al-
most everything in hiding, especially my work. I hope
that one day I will be ih a place where 1 Cah do what-
ever T want with my body, and without the fear of
being attacked, molested, disCriminated against,
ihsulted, or dragged in publiC. T dream Of a Safe en-
Vvironment where T don’t have to explain myself or my
sexuality with the hope of being accepted the way I
am. Jjust want to live like every other person.

Max

Max identifies as anh intersex nonbinary asexual lesbi-

an Who is autistiC ahd has physiCal disability. Tt goes

without saYying that they Sit on g |0t Of intersections

within the LGBTIQA+ cCommunity. Their pronouns
are they/them.

Max harrated how people tend to question their
sexual orientation and gender identity a |ot due to
their disability and sex CharacteristiCs. AS an autis-
tiC person, people often try tO invalidate my queer-

hess and gender identity as a honbinary person. Most
people don’t believe that I Cah Choose for myself,

I'M INTO WOMEN
AND I'M ASEXUAL

YOU'RE NOT PHYSICALLY OR
MENTALLY CAPABLE OF
HAVING PREFERENCES

JUST BECAUSE SHE'S
DISABLED DOESN'T
MEAN SHE CAN'T HAVE
PREFERENCES

given my hew divergence and as someone Who Suf-
fers from multiple comorbidities and physical disabil-
ity. Tm often asked if my supposed lifestyle is what
1 really want for myself or, whether it is what I am
settling for due to hot being able to find the right
manh to accept me. People with disabilities are not




trusted enough to make decisions concerning their
own life, SO this doesn’t surprise me. Most people
think like that, especCially therapists, doctors, ahd
religious persons. It feels like everywhere people with
disabilities turn to, they are treated like children by
everyonhe ahd ahyone.

1 have experienced multiple forms of discrimina-
tion, including physiCal and sexual harassment a |0t
Of time. There are even statistiCal reports showing
that people with disabilities are the most harassed

due to their inCapacCitation. Random men have di-
rectly asked how 1 will defend myself when sexually
harassed. People ask me how ] enjoy sex with my
disability, even queer people have asked how ] enjoy
sex with my various illnesses. People have a hard time
accepting the fact that people with disabilities can
choose whether to be sexual or hot.

I DON'T THINK MAX
SHOULD WORK WITH US
ON THIS PROJECT

I MEAN LOOK AT HER IS SHE A "HER" OR A THEIR PRONOUNS

ARE "THEY/THEM"

JUST BECAUSE MAX HAS A
DISABILTY DOESN'T MAKE
THEM INCOMPETENT. THEY
CAN DELIVER ON A PROJECT
JUST LIKE ANY ONE OF US

HOW DO I CARRY THESE
FILES NOW

X
1 have removed myself from spaces, including suppos-
edly safe spaces after multiple harassments - both

physically and sexually. People do not regard my
bodily autonomy and my humanity as a person, how

much more as a person with a disability. People mar-
vel at my expectations to be treated with respect
and quality because people with disabilities should
accept Whatever life throws at them, including disre-
gard and disrespect from everyone.

AS a queer person I have faced multiple bigotry from
Colleagues and employers due to my gender expres-
sionh and identity. T have worked in places where dis-
ability is seen as a burden to the orgahisation, acces-
sibility is always zero, Comfort is seeh as requesting
for specCial treatment and opinions on disability are
waved Off or completely dismissed.

CAN WE JUST STICK TO

ISSING?
K I THINK YOU'RE ASEXUAL

BECAUSE THAT'S ALL YOU
CAN BE

BEFORE WE STARTED THIS
RELATIONSHIP, I MADE MY
SEXUAL PREFERENCES CLEAR
TO YOU

S0 IF YOURE NO LONGER
COMFORTABLE WITH THE
RELATIONSHIP,PLEASE
SAY SO WITHOUT BEING
DISRESPECTFUL ABOUT
IT

Keeping and sustaining intimate relationships as
ah asexual person with physical disability has been
triCcky because, rather thah consider polyamory to
make things work, former parthers Will think that
1 don’t want to put inh the work to be sexual with

them. Also, it is diffcult having a quadruple identi-
ty Of being a intersex, lesbian, asexual, @ hon-binary
anhd then wrapping it up with being with a disability.
It’s a battle of invisibility and constant dismissal. It’s




exhausting. T have suffered from multiple police
harassments for been perceived as a lesbiah or for
not smiling. I have been beaten for [00oKing like a
boy, T have also been sexually harassed at work and
at queer gatherings. Honestly, T just try tO move onh
because people believe 1 Cahhot report these har-
assments to the police seeing as they recoghize this
same sex marriage prohibition act against LGBT-
QIlA+ people.

Queer persons with disabilities should be given
platforms to advocCate for themselves. Speaking on
behalf of queer people with disabilities is speaking

for them or speaking over them. When queer people
with disabilities are given the platform, they can
Capture their heeds in @ much more explanhatory way
because they are talking about their lived experienc-
es.

Also, accessibility is a big issue and people do not
consider this a lot, including LGBTQIA+ spaces.
Occupy physical structures we Cah access, listen to
us when we speak of issues affecting us, and provide
sustenance for queer folks with disabilities because
they are the |east likely to be absorbed into the
workforce. Also, Creating a means to include us into
cooperative health insurance programs is important
beCause a |ot of us need health Cchecks that are too
expensive for even middle earners AlsO, hot every
person with disability Cah work and they should hot
be |left without assistance. 1 am also very particular
about programs that provide sustenance, safe hous-
ing, and health insurance.

TRihanna

The LGBTIQA+ community in Nigeria is very dis-
Criminatory towards trans persons, especially tran-
swomen. T have had very diffcult and traumatizing
experiences living in Nigeria as a trahs womah who
uses drug, and it hurts more that these violations

towards us are being perpetrated by other queer

people.

AS a transwoman living in [Lagos, Nigeria, it is tough.
] constantly get questions thrown at me about my
gender identity and expression, my sexual orienta-

tion and drug use. Where 1 live isht safe, but ] Can’t
afford to live somewhere else at the moment. My

Family has rejected me, friends deserted me, heigh-
bours are weary of me and where ] Currently wWork,

IS THIS ONE A MAN OR A
WOMXN?

NA WA 00!

LOOK AT THAT
BEAUTIFUL AUNTY!

my colleagues always make Silly comments towards
me. Most times, ] fear g0ing out because people are
always ready to harass or even beat me when ] ighore
most Of their questions or Challenge them. It hasn’t
been anh easy journey, I am tired.
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1 started using drugs when 1 began transitioning. The
abuse, trauma anhd Challenges were to0 mahy for me
t0 bear. SO, ] resorted to drugs for Courage to de-
fend myself, to help me hot think gbout all these my
bad experiences. Eventually, 1 built my confidence by
using these drugs. There was a day I arranged a meet
up with an old-time friend at a mall. AS usual, people

at the mall looked at me in @ weird manhner when I
got there. Theh I ran into someone ] used to kKhow
From my family’s neighbourhood (we grew together).

He recoghized me and from where he sat with his

friends, shouted, “Wow! o, it is true. This is who

you are now!”

T was so embarrassed and thenh he went further to
tell people around him that ] am a boy and 1 just de-
cided to become a girl. T just walked right out of the

mall; T couldnt meet up with who I went there to
see because people were beginnhing to gather around.

This inCident haunted me for a month. ] couldn’t
leave my house, nor could ] speak to ahyone. My
mental health was unstable. T usually take drugs or
inject before going to publiC spaces like that but on
that day, I didnh’t, and there were sO many people. Tt
was a traumatising experience.

Trans people heed a high level of mental support. We
constantly experience a |ot Of stigmatisations from
the LGBTIQ+ community anhd within the socCiety.
Our transitioning process already takes a toll oh us
with all the different emotions and mental struggles
we go through. Trans people heed a good mental
health professional that Will always be there for us.
Most mental health workers are always judgmental
towards trahs persons and their choices.

1 have experienced a |ot Of issues beCause of my sex-
uality as a queer trahs woman. T was raped by seven

guys in one night. This experience shattered my men-

tal health. 1 kept thinking of the health implications,
the pain and torture. They all raped me without

protection. T was mentally unstable for g year. It was

HOW ABOUT YOU JUST

STICK TO BEING A MAN FOR IF PEOPLE WERE A BIT MORE KIND

THE SAKE OF YOUR MENTAL BEING A TRANS WOMAN WON'T
ALWAYS HAVE TO CHALENGE MY

HEALTH
MENTAL HEALTH

d Crazy experience because it was around that time
that my family kKicked me out. ] lived onh the streets
Of [Lagos for three years; from onhe bus Stop to the
other, ohe Shop t0 ahother and even unhder the
bridge. So, it has hot been easy, and it was a very big
Challenge for me because 1 had nobody to help me
when I was on the streets, hot even my family.

11
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I KNOW SOMEDAY MY VOICE
WILL BE HEARD

Chisom

Being intersex and living in Nigeria comes with its
own stigma and disCrimination, and when you add
being a lesbianh who uses drugs, it makes the disCrim-
ination even worse. Firstly, et me talk about my
drug use. Being an intersex person is diffcult and
interesting at the same time. I am always lonely and
because of my loneliness, I started using drugs to
Create funh and happiness for myself. I'm depressed

most Of the time. ] feel getting someone to |ove
me for who I am is hearly impossible due to my past
experiences. It seems everyone is only interested in
what my genitals 100k like. J constantly battle de-
pression but when the drugs come in, ] feel alive. It
boosts my ego, gives me hope and sometimes I’'m even
able to walk up to a beautiful woman and strike up a
conversation. 1 have received a |0t Of rejection from
other lesbians. The first time ] got rejected made me
sad, I felt a ot Of pain but how T almost don’t feel a

13
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thing and it is because of the drugs ] take. [Lesbiahs
in Nigeria need to unhderstand that intersex people
are as hormal as every other person, the disCrimina-
tion against us isn’t fair. The LGBTIQ community
should be our safe space, hot the other way round.
A\lSO, You Canh refuse a relationship without being
rude and disCriminatory.

HEY BEAUTIFUL

HEY 6ORGEOUS

AS an intersex person living in Nigeria, ] constantly
face disCriminations from everywhere. People don’t
unhderstand what being intersex means and judge
based on the myths ahd misconceptions. People have
disCriminated against me at school, at church and
even while doing my business. Ohe of the reasons 1
stopped going to church is because the ushers often
told me that they didn't understand if T were a boy
or a girl ahd demanded that ] unhdress in the toilet
For them to confirtm before T°d be allowed to dress
masculine and attend their church. At sChool, every-
ohe wahted to see my genitals, including the lectur-
ers. They made fuh of me and Called me abhormal,

3 taboo and a hermaphrodite (this is a derogatory
term). T wasn’t given hostel accommodation beCause
Of this, and my sChoolmates disCriminated against
me. Where 1 live, people Call me names like ‘shemale’
anhd point fingers at me saYing 1 am a lesbiah and a
disgracCe to my family. They say ighorant things about
me, that beCause they assume I have breasts then 1
must be a woman.

With all these disCriminations, most times 1 don’t
waht to 80 out ahd even when ] do, T come home
regretting and wondering what tomorrow Wwill be
like, what Tll have to put up with. DisCrimination will
make you do things you usually won’t do and that is
how ] started using drugs and a lot Of things have
change since then.

The good thing is my rights have never been physical-
ly Violated as an intersex person who |oves women.
The disCrimination is there, from family, peers, in-

timate relationships, clients, LGBTQA persons and
the public generally but ] live freely, experiencing no
physical violation. T am just being myself and enjoying
my life on a [ow, hot trying to bother other people,
nor am I putting myself in a situation whereby some-
thing might happen, and my rights will be violated.

Tt Will be a Sreat achievement fOr intersex people if
tOpICS around intersex are included in sChool curric-
ulums. This will help with educating people from a
young age about what being intersex is Tt Will reduce
the rejection, the disCrimination and harmful surger-
ies that alter our bodies ahd the economicC Challeng-
es we facCe due to |aCk Of Visibility ahd kKhowledge.

1 have a friend who studied anatomy and Knows
hothing about intersex. This is hot even included in
mediCal SChools and that is why some doctors advise
parents to Kill interseX babies or unnecessary sur-
geries on intersex children and adults. When people
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are aware that gender ahd sex CharacCteristiCs are

diverse, the mental health challenges and disCrimi-
hation we face will be highly reduced. God Created
female, male, intersex, and others that we are yet to
Khow about, and we wanht to live without fear and
shame. We want to be recoghized as equal members
Of socCiety.

Dejiaha

AS 3 trans female sex worker ] experience a |ot Of
Challenges inCluding stigma and disCrimination every
day. As 1 speak, I am undergoing a two-week mental

health therapy session. I facCe disCrimination as a
trans Woman, as a sex worker and as a gueer person.

THIS ONE YOU'RE
DRESSED LIKE A LADY

ARE YOU A
WOMAN? THAT'S NONE OF YOUR
BUSINESS MADAM

T went to g supermarket to get some personal things,
after picking everything 1T wanted, ] proCceeded to
the counter to pay. The sales lady gave me ah irritat-
ed |00k asking, “Are you a mah or 3 womanh?”

1 asked why? The customer behind me in the queue
responhded, “Yes, 1 want to Khow t00 beCause we
don’t really uhderstand if you are male or female,
we are confused.” ] told them that I am @ woman,
and ] could hear their comments after 1 walked out.
“This one ha gay, 1just pity him life.” T didn’t respond.
These are the Kinds of Challenges I faCe every day, in
health facilities, workspaces and within the LGBTIQ.
community. Trans sex workers are most marginalized.
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MY job as a sex worker is very risky especially as a
trahs woman as I have experienced targeted harass-
ment multiple times. Ohe day I was in a Cab going
t0 meet g Client, we got to g police checkpoint ahd
ohe Of the police offiCers stopped our vehicCle and
asked only me to step down, ] did as instruct and
then they asked me to strip, Stating that they need-
ed to confirm if T am female beCause J don’t |0OK it.
1 was paraded nhaked because ] affirmed that ] am
3 trans woman. 1 explained to the policemen that I
am a tranhs womah and haven’t done anhything wrong
but that was futile as they proceeded to Call me gay
as well as many derogatory hames. That encounter
remains one of the most traumatiC experiences in my
liFe.

I HOPE THE HORMONES DON'T
AFFECT YOUR SOCIAL LIFE TOO
MUCH

I,M GLAD THAT THERE'S A
PLACE LIKE THIS FOR TRANS
PEOPLE TO COME TO FOR HRT

WITH YOUR HELP, THE
HORMONES HAVEN'T
AFFECTED MY SOCIAL
LIFE AS MUCH AS IT
WOULD HAVE

Mentally, trans people's needs are hot met. We need
t0 haVve access to hormone replacement therapy
(HRT) without stigma and disCrimination. Ale deserve
t0 haVve access to psychologists who will be empa-

thetic towards our mental health needs. Intimate
relationships as trans sex workers are diffcult as
well, had SO manhy experiences that made me suicid-
al. The abuse and torture from people who Claim to
|[oVve you becCause you are Vulnerable as trans, and a
sex worker is unhbearable. Sex work for me is a means
tO gh earh just like every other job. ] heed to provide
for myself financially as I have hormonhal supplements

I HAVE MONEYY FOR
VRSN BUY YOUR HORMONAL
Now SUPPLEMENTS

tO take, and ] need tO be able to afford them. Some
NGQOS provide these hormohal supplements but,
even that has become ah unfair process riddled with
sentiments and favouritism.
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Linda

SO TEL US YOUR

AS a deaf, queer woman, it is not easy. I live in a
silent world where it is diffCcult to communicate and
relate with other people anhd due to this, ] face a ot

Of disCrimination and stigmatization. People often
assume I don't have the ability to Choose or make
certain decisions for myself. T was forced into early
marriage with a manh because of this flawed belief.
1 have always felt ashamed of myself beCause of my
hearing disability, and T have experienced a |Oot Of
difficulties and Cchallenges in life as a lesbianh woman.

This is the first time ever that I have been provid-

ed with a platform to talk about my sexuality and 1
Feel very happy about it. Most Of the time, a |0t Of
people don't interaCt With me because ] am deaf. 1
understand how difficult it is to cCommuniCate with
me without understanding sigh lahguage, so 1 don't
blame them, I only feel sad. Being a deaf lesbiah has
made me live a very quiet life, T always imagine the
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amount of hate I will get if a |ot of people know ]
like womxn ahd not men. I have read a |0t Of stories

online about how lesbians are treated around the
world and here in Nigeria, the arrests, beatings and
rape. ] don’t want to experience all that. Only a few
people know that ] like womxnh and ] intend to stay
that way until 1 ind a very safe space to be myself
and fihd people wWho will make me feel at home and

o OMG I LOVE TALL
I LIKE MEN DARK MEN

safe.

1 remember the first time ] tried to tell my friend
bacCk then ih deaf sChool about my feelings for wom-
Xn; She was someone ] was very close to. She told
me God was already puhishing us with deafness anhd
1 shouldn't attraCt ahother curse to myself or her.
Shortly after that conversation, she stopped being
friends with me. Someone has also told me that I am
hot being @ good mother and example to my Children
because T am a lesbiah woman Who was married to a
man. They dont khow that connecting with my orig-
inal self is the happiest 1 have ever been in my life.
People tend to judge others without basiC reasons.

I have always been taken advantage of as deaf wom-
anh, everyone pities you anhd makes decisions for you
without even asking if that is what you want. The
deaf people organisation supporting me and my girl-
friend, as well as some other deaf people, is the only

HAVE YOU MET MY
GIRLFRIEND? AWWWN

SHE'S SO CUTE!

orgahisation that has listened to our heeds without
judgements and empowered us with SkKills.
There are a ot of things I don’t Khow as a lesbian.
T want to belong to a lesbian community, I want to
learh from others, partiCipate in Pride and all those
other things that the lesbianh community here in
Nigeria do. There are other deaf people who are gay
t00 but remaih in hiding beCause they don’t know
who to turh to for help. We want to be able to
partiCipate in things just like other people without
disCrimination and stigmatization.
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24inab

MY hame is Zainab, and I am a bisexual woman who
uses drugs and sometimes 1 do sex work when I am
fihancially inCapable of purchasing my drugs; I khow
you just raised your eyebrows, g |0t Of people do that
when we have conversations on this topic.
Being a drug user, a bisexual and a sex worker is
nhot g big deal within the drug user’s community, it
is considered as people’s way of live. We exchanhge
sex for drugs, money, or other Valuable things. The
disCrimination and stigmatization come from the
society ahd within the LGBTIQ. community. They

SO YOU'RE SAYING YOU
LIKE BOTH MEN AND
WOMXEN?

YEAP

HOW'S THAT EVEN
POSSIBLE?

see us as people that are abhormal ahd sinful. The
lesbiah community does not really mind the drug use
but are judgemental towards bisexuals as they don’t
consider us as queer people. In my Case, ] receive a
ot Of questions like, “How Canh you like girls and boys



at the same time?” My response usually is, “I like what
1 like.” Tt is really Challenging and difficult. They as-
sume my sexual orientation is as a result of the drug

YEAH THAT'S
DEFINITELY
WHY SHE LIKES
MEN AND

WOMXN

NO WONDER

use, but it is hot so, T am aware Of my attractions,
anhd ] can be attracted to @ mah, Woman, intersex or
others genuinely.

My rights have been violated a couple of times by
family members. T remember when my mum and Sib-
lings said they didn't want to see some of my friends,
that they were a bad influence on me. J was taken
t0 § prophet for prayers and Cleansing. They |ocked
me up for seven days without food - just water and
prayers. This was a traumatising experience for me. 1
left home after this experience even though I didn't
Knhow where to go.

1 started using drugs at the age of 18. T had a boy-
friend bacCk then ih secondary sChool, when we grad-
uated, we started doing drugs and before T khew
what was happening, T was deep into it. We later
went our separate ways, but I could hot do without
26 taking drugs again. The level of my drug intake has

affected my relationships a couple of times. ] love
intimacy and when ] love someone, T am with you
alone. Therefore, ] dislike the misconceptions about
bisexuals hot being able to cCommit t0 one person in a

I'M BISEXUAL I'M QUEER

MAY ALLAH FORGIVE
YOUR SINS

MAY THE LORD FORGIVE
YOUR SINS

relationship. This is not true. We only can (ove dif-
ferent genders at different times.

Young girls ahd women who use drugs in the LGB-
TIQ community Cah be empowered through income
generating activity when given the opportunity. I
believe some Of us are ready to learh anything that
will make us independent. At |east if one learns how
t0 make money, 1 believe it will really save a |0t of
us. AS a bisexual woman who uses drugs and a sex
worker, We require psyCho-socCial support. If we have
a system that is supporting us mentally, we will stay
Cleanh. Most times we fall into depression due to
the disCrimination and stigma we constantly face.
We heed professional therapists toO always keep our
actions and thirst for drugs in check by encouraging
and counselling us.

27
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A DEEPER THINKING ON EQUITY,
INCLUSION, AN D%&!TERSEC’I‘IONAL—
1TY.

B,

Equality is giving everyone the same pair Of shoes.

¢

Diversity is everyone getting g different type of
shoe.

Inhclusion is asking everyone the type of shoe they
want, their size, and letting them wear it without

29
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fear Of judgement and disCrimination.

AcCceptance is unhderstanding we all wear diffFerent
Kind and sizes of shoes

Ihtersectionality requires that we give up simplify-
ing assumptions and embrace more complexity while
in the same vein paying close attention to issues of
diversity. Qur sexual orientation isnt all that there
iS tO US, we have other identities that Consist Of our
whole being and there should be a focus onh these
points Of intersections and identities. We all deserve
tO haVve our voices heard; our faces ahd experiences
reflected inh each discourse; ahd our unhigue heeds
addressed through relevant programs, policies, and
services. However, whenh we fail to inCorporate inter-
sectionality into our programs and services for the
LBQTI community, we |eave parts of our Community
behind.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. LGBTIQ+ organisations/activists should engage
anhd recognize the voices of [LBQTI womxn on their most
affected and sSpecCifiC issues through meahingful commu-
nity engagements.

2. LBQTI organisations/activists should desigh and
implement programs anhd services with an inclusive lan-
guage that prioritises and focuses on speCifiC identities
within the LBQTI community to Create real, lasting, and
equitable Change to ensure |eaving no one behind.

3. LBQTI organisations/activists should collabo-

rate and parther with Orgahisations wWorking with sex
workers, disability, and F-PWUD orgahizations to en-
Courage Cross-issue Collaborations, inhovative solutions,
anhd transformative change. Partnherships would Create
opportunities for LBQTI womxh, who would rather
identify with other orgahisations due to existing disCrim-
inatory laws, to access LBQTI specCifiC information and
services.

4. Within the broader LGBTIQ+ community and
spaces, we should inCrease uhderstanding as well as de-
velop ahd enforce policies that recognise, respect, ahd
protect [BQTI womxh with intersecting identities for
SOCial inclusion.

5. Strengthen the CapacCity of programmers, service
providers [LBQTI orgahisations/acCtivists on intersection-
ality in relation to equity Components.

6. Enhsure the recommendation, review, and devel-
opment of LBTIQ organisational policy guidelines and
ethical considerations that promote access to informa-
tioh and services for [ BTQI womxn with intersecting
identities in Nigeria. 31
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